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Press Release
Great Value Packages
VDO speeds up remote download for digital tachographs with attractive bundled solutions
Frankfurt am Main/Germany, April 24, 2009. Continental is once again pioneering new solutions for fleet operators. Under its VDO product brand, the company was the first manufacturer to introduce a remote data transfer system - VDO Remote Download - operating on short range radio and the mobile communications network. The company has now also launched an attractive program to promote the system. In order to facilitate the change to this more convenient technology for fleet operators, the manufacturer has created cost-effective bundles of the digital tachograph (DTCO) and the Remote Download Device (DLD) for all common vehicle models and launched a comprehensive exchange program. Companies who replace their old digital tachograph from VDO or a competitor with one of these packages featuring the VDO DTCO 1381 and VDO DLD Wide Range or VDO DLD Short Range will benefit from preferential prices for the new technology. 

One of the core features of the packages is the latest generation VDO DTCO 1381 digital tachograph featuring significantly improved processor performance, a more efficient thermal printer and a quick download mode for mass storage devices. The main element of the system is the handy VDO Remote Download Device. As soon as the Remote Download solution has been installed in the vehicle and the DLD has been initialized, the data from the tachograph can be compressed, encrypted and transmitted to the office by radio wave for statutory archiving purposes and evaluation. The download of the data from the digital tachograph is authorized directly from the office using a company card. This means that the fleet operator does not have to assign a staff member to download the data, resulting in significant cost savings.

VDO has developed two data transfer solutions tailored to the usage requirements of the particular operator. For international operations there is the DLD Wide Range solution, which uses the blanket coverage of the GPRS mobile communications network and a mobile Internet connection to enable data to be downloaded from almost anywhere in the world. The DLD Short Range solution has been developed for companies which operate over a smaller range. This system works by establishing a local WLAN connection. Accordingly, all of the DTCO data from a vehicle can be conveniently and regularly read out as soon as the vehicle returns to the company premises.

Both the driver and the company benefit from the Remote Download system. Drivers can concentrate fully on their main duties and no longer have to worry about download cycles. On the other hand, fleet managers can access the data directly regardless of the current location of the vehicle and no longer have to remind drivers to perform downloads. They are also spared the occasional task of climbing through the cabs in person ahead of the weekend. In fact, with the Remote Download Device the fleet managers are just a few mouse clicks away from meeting their obligations.

In order to ensure that the radio relay system for DTCO data becomes established as the new standard as quickly as possible, VDO has now started a promotional campaign with an attractive exchange offer for its own digital tachographs and the units of competitors. Companies which switch to the new technology will be able to obtain the bundles featuring the VDO DTCO 1381/ VDO DLD Wide Range package and the VDO DTCO 1381/ VDO DLD Short Range solution. The range of promotional packages available already covers a variety of models of major commercial vehicle manufacturers such as Mercedes, DAF and MAN and is being constantly expanded. For more information on availability and compatibility, please refer to www.dtco.vdo.com or your local VDO partner.
With sales exceeding €24 billion in 2008, the Continental Corporation is one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for the powertrain and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, the corporation contributes towards enhanced driving safety and protection of the global climate. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. The corporation currently employs approximately 133,000 at nearly 190 locations in 35 countries.

The Automotive Group is one of the leading global automotive suppliers. With its three Divisions Chassis & Safety (5.1 billion €, 27,000 employees), Powertrain (4 billion €, 25,000 employees) and Interior (5.9 billion €, more than 30,000 employees) it achieved sales of approximately 15 billion € in 2008. The Automotive Group is present in more than 130 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which a car accommodates individual mobility and driving pleasure to driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency.

Within the Continental Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer.
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